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APPENDIX E: RECREATION STUDY PLAN
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ALTERNATIVE STUDY PLAN 5: RECREATION VISITOR SURVEY AND
 USE STUDY

This study was requested by FERC.

5.0 Introduction

Baker County filled for their preliminary license and received it on October 8, 2003 for
the 3 MW Mason Dam Hydroelectric Project (Project No. P-12058-002).  The project is
run of release meaning Baker County does not and will not have any control over the
release of the water at Mason Dam.  The Bureau Of Reclamation and Baker Valley
Irrigation District have control of the release of water and will not change water flows at
Baker County’s request.

The project consists of two small turbines that will be housed in a power plant at the base
of Mason Dam.  The power generated will be sent approximately 1 mile to an existing
Idaho Power Company 138kv transmission line.  The 34.5kv power line connecting the
power plant to the substation and then to the 138kv transmission line will be buried in the
Black Mountain Road right of way.

The project boundary consists of 100 feet beyond the area that contains the powerhouse
and tailrace facilities, and the substation to the interconnect with IPC transmission line.  It
also includes 50 feet on each side of the underground power line that will be placed in the
Black Mountain Road right of way.

5.1 Goals and Objectives

The goal of this Recreation Visitor Survey and Use Study is to obtain additional
information regarding utilization, including activity types and locations in the proposed
project area around Mason Dam, as well as utilization of the developed recreation access
areas located below the dam. Information should also be obtained to determine amount of
usage of access routes to recreation areas within the project area.

Information gathered would be used to estimate average weekday, weekend, and holiday
recreational use at the developed recreation access areas below the dam. Surveys would
be employed to gather information about visitors’ recreation activities and attitudes in the
project area.

5.2 Relevant Resource Management Goals

Construction operations and staging may displace recreation visitors within the proposed
project area. Reasonable consideration of the effect of project construction and operation
pertaining to recreational access and opportunities in the area is in the public interest.

Baker County maintains a road system throughout the county that is used for the local
population as well as tourists and other recreational visitors. Black Mt. Road accesses
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homes within the area and construction of the powerline in the road area is a concern. It is
anticipated that the road will not be closed during construction, though one way, flag car
passage may be required. Baker County will comply with standard local and state rules
and regulations to work around the construction project.

5.3 Background and Existing Information

No data exists specifically for the Project Boundary area. This area is part of the Phillips
Reservoir recreation area. The major impact of the powerline project aside from local
residential traffic would be the construction during deer and elk hunting season. Baker
County intends to do the work on the powerline outside of existing deer and elk hunting
season.

Forest Service personnel have a great deal of knowledge of the use of the sites located on
the Mason Dam river road.  Baker County intends to assess Forest Service recreational
personnel to determine usage of these parking areas in the projected construction months
of October and November. We believe that this assessment will confirm that little public
use occurs during this time and a temporary shutdown of this area will not greatly effect
recreational opportunities.

During the winter the Mason Dam river road and site 2 parking lot (see attached map,
attachment A) are  plowed.  Site 1 does not get plowed and in some winters the snow
would make access to this area difficult.

5.4 Project Nexus

Black Mountain Road provides motorized access to the Wallowa-Whitman National
Forest. It provides for local residential as well as recreational use by the public. Baker
County intends to keep this road open during construction though delays may occur. The
developed parking area immediately below the dam will be used as a staging area but the
time of year the work will be performed will cause little effect on visitor and recreational
satisfaction.

5.5 Proposed Methodology

Baker County proposes to work in conjunction with the Forest Service to minimize
impacts to recreation and visitors to the National Forest.  The project will be scheduled to
cause the lowest disruption to recreational use.  Local Forest Service employees and
Baker County Road Department personnel working collaboratively will be able to most
adequately set construction schedules that have the least impact to the area.  The
following outlines the study area and methodology proposed to conduct the recreation
Resources Study.

5.5.1 Study Area
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The proposed study area is the recreational area below Mason Dam with the two sites that
are accessible off of the Mason Dam river road.  Attachment A shows the area with the
two sites.  The study will include a list of recreational resources within this area provided
by the Forest Service.

5.5.2 Methodology

Baker County proposed Recreation Resources Study will include an inventory of
recreational rescues in the study area, data collection, on-site surveys and observations to
determine recreational use patterns, and user attitudes in the Mason Dam area and upper
Powder River.  A traffic counter will be installed on the Mason Dam river road.

5.5.2.1 Recreation Inventory

Dispersed day-use areas around Mason Dam will be identified and mapped.  Other
recreational use facilities including toilet and water facilities, interpretive displays and
wilderness stations in the Project area will be identified.  The status of recreational use
facilities around Mason Dam will be described, and maintenance, inspection, or
management practices will be identified.

5.5.2.2 Data Collection

Information will be obtained from the Forest Service, and any other identified entities
who may have recreational use information available to supplement on-site field surveys,
observations, and traffic counter data.  We will ask Baker Valley Irrigation District to
document their visits to Mason Dam in order to get accurate information on those that
visit the area for recreation.

5.5.2.3  On-Site Surveys and Observations

On-site surveys and observations will be conducted to obtain information regarding use
on weekday, weekend, and holiday recreation use in the Mason Dam and the upper
Powder River area.  Surveys will also provide information regarding attitudes of Mason
Dam area visitors.

On-Site Surveys
The on-site survey will be an exiting survey with the survey site being near the traffic
counter to engage visitors exiting both parking lots (on map, attachment A).  The survey
will be conducted between 8:45 am and 4:15 pm.  A calendar showing survey days will
be provided in this study plan.  Survey days will consist of 20 days randomly selected
through the months May-Sept. for the main hunting and fishing seasons.  Attachments G,
H, and I are included showing the hunting, fishing, and game bird seasons respectively.
The days will be generated with two weekdays and two weekend days randomly being
selected for each month, May-September, through a program made for random number
generation in a weighted calendar format by the Baker County Technology Department.
The dates generated have been added to the calendar following section 5.6.
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The surveyor will count all vehicles entering the area on the Mason Dam river road.  The
surveyor will ask visitors upon exiting, if they would like to participate in a study about
their recreation use of the Mason Dam area.  One representative from each party will be
surveyed.  The surveyor will either interview the visitors or will hand out the survey
forms for visitors to fill out and give back to the surveyor.

Information on the survey will attempt to identify the following, without being unduly
long and time consuming:

-Number of visitors and size of group
-Length of stay/use
-Return visitors
-Access route (FS road, Trail, or Wading upstream)
-Access method (hike, ATV, Bicycle, Motorcycle, Vehicle)
-Destination (River, Recreation sites)
-Activities participating in
-Concerns and desires for improvements
-Visual appeal

A pre-test of the survey will be conducted in the field prior to full implementation of the
survey.  If problems with the clarity of this survey are encountered, the survey form will
be modified.  Attachment B is the survey form for exiting visitors.  Attachment D will be
used to track Baker Valley Irrigation District employee visits.  Attachment E will
document Baker County, other agencies, and contractor use.  Attachment F will be used
by residents located at the operators house, if it is agreeable by them, in order that the
information from the traffic counter gives us the most useful information.

5.5.2.4  Traffic Counters

One pressure sensitive counter will be placed on the road that accesses Mason Dam.  It
will be placed at the start of the road off of Highway 7.

The counter will be installed at the beginning of the field survey period May and will be
removed at the end of the survey period in March.  The counter will be checked for
working order and data will be collected during Baker County personnel visits to Mason
Dam.  Attachment C will be utilized to document counter status and data collected.

5.5.3 Product

Recreation Resources Study

The product of the Recreation Resources Study will be draft and final reports discussing
the results of the recreation inventory, data collection, on-site surveying, observations,
and traffic counter data.  Draft copies of the Recreation Resources Study report will be
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provided to the Forest Service and other stakeholders for review and comment.  The final
study report will be provided to the Forest Service and other stakeholders for their files.

5.6 Level of Effort and Cost

Local Forest Service personnel and Baker County road officials will assess the project
and determine a scope of work and timing of construction issues that least effect
recreation and visitors.  Baker County will use pressure sensitive counters on the river
road to Mason Dam in order to determine construction times.  Baker County will keep
Black Mt. Road open to all during the construction of the power line in the road right of
way.  Baker County will work with the local Forest Service landscape architect after
construction to restore any damage to the staging area.  In collaboration with the Forest
Service, we will agree on a site plan as part of the FERC Licensing agreement.

Study efforts outlined above for the Recreation Resources Study are intended to provide
relevant information regarding recreational use in the Project area.  Efforts will include
data collection, on-site inventory and mapping of formal and informal recreation
facilities, database development and on-site surveying, observations and traffic data
collection.  Several person-days of time will be required for data collection and for the
on-site inventory and mapping efforts.  Development of the database for the study will
also require several person-days of time.  It is expected that one person can effectively
conduct the on-site surveys and observations.  On-site surveys and observations will
require approximately 20 person-days of time.  Additional time will be required for hiring
and training the surveyor and on-site pre-testing of the survey.  Costs will also include
pressure sensitive automatic counter, approximately 1 person days to install and 15 days
to monitor the counters and collect data.  Following completion of data collection and on-
site monitoring efforts several weeks of work will be required for data input and analysis,
and preparation of draft and final reports.

It is proposed that the trial survey be done from April 1-31, 2007 once a week with
revisions made as needed.  The survey will start May 1, 2007 and end September 30,
2007.  The draft report shall be completed by December 31, 2007.  Comments on the
draft will be due by January 31, 2008.  The final report will be completed by March 1,
2008.
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Attachment B
     Not Surveyed Date:__________  Time:__________ am/pm Surveyor:
(Fill in Date, Time, and pg 2)

Hello my name is ___ .   I am conducting a survey for Baker County to learn 
more about the recreation use in the Mason Dam area.  I have a few questions about your visit here.

1.  How many people are in your group?
2.  How many vehicles does your group have?
3.  Where are you from (for multiple locations show number of people) ?

Zip Code: #:_______ Zip Code: #:_______ Zip Code: #:_______

4.  Are you staying over night?    No (skip to question 5) Yes (If yes please continue)
Number of nights: ____________
Location:         Union Creek Campground       South Shore Phillips Lake   Sumpter           Other

5.  If not staying over night, how long do you plan to visit (# of hours) ?______
6.  What is your method of access? Vehicle       Motorcycle ATV             Hiking

Wading       Bicycle Snowmobile

7.  What activities will you participate in during your visit?
Fishing      Camping OHV Trails Sightseeing      Other:__________
Hunting       Picnicking Snowmobiling Other:_____________      Other:__________

8.  Is this your first visit to this area?
Yes Do you plan on coming back?     Yes     No

What seasons of the year would you visit?         Spring          Summer Fall Winter

No How many years have you been coming to these sites? (See attached map)_______________
How many times per year do you visit?_____________
What seasons of the year do you visit? Spring       Summer Fall Winter

9. What has drawn you to recreate in this area?
Scenery      Historic features      the fishery Other:____________       Other:____________

10.  What aspects of this area are important to you? fresh water fishery      Scenic appearance
Natural open pine landscapes       rustic amenities      Other:__________         Other:_____________

11.  Are there features here that detract from your experience?  (Please identify or describe)

12.  What are your opinions regarding?
Adding a powerhouse to the dam for producting 
      Good Idea Bad Idea       No Opinion

Adding a powerhouse to the dam for producing electricity?
      Good Idea Bad Idea       No Opinion

Would the addition of a hydroelectric power plant affect your recreational visits to this area?
      Very much Somewhat       No Opinion Not really       Not at all

13.  If the Forest Service decided due to the use statistics and lack of funding to remove the outhouse, picnic tabkes, and 
fire rings from site 2. What would your opionion be?

     Good Idea Bad Idea       No Opionion

10.  Do you have any additional comments you would like to make about the questions or improvements to these sites.

page 1

Mason Dam & Upper Powder River Survey
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    Number of axles of vehicle or vehicles in group, include trailers if applicable:

Gender of person surveyed: Male
Female Survey From Number

Surveyor:
Estimated age group:       19 Years or under

      20-29
      30-39 WEATHER:
      40-49 Sky/Weather:   Sunny   Partly cloudy  Overcast
      50-59 Wind: 0 -- 5 6 -- 10 11 -- 15 15 -- 20 20+
      60-69 Precipitation:    None     Drizzle     Rain     Snow
      70 Years or over Temp:

If they did not stop to fill out survey please fill out observations made below.

Method of Access:____________
Number of Vehicles traveling together:______________
Estimated number of people in group:______________
Number of axles of vehicle or vehicles in group, include trailers if applicable:____________
Time of Entry:

page 2
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Attachment C

Mason Dam Access Road Traffic Counter Records

Date Time Any Maintenance or CommentsCount
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Attachment D

Weather
Vehicle Trailer 1,2,3

Weather 1.  Excellent Weather - it would make you want to go outdoors
2.  Decent Weather - you would go out if you had something planned
3.  Terrible weather - too cold, windy, hard rain, miserable for much fun outdoors

Comments or
Observations

Mason Dam Intake visits by Baker Valley Irrigation District

Date Time Number of Axles
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Attachment E

Weather
Vehicle Trailer 1,2,3

Weather 1.  Excellent Weather - it would make you want to go outdoors
2.  Decent Weather - you would go out if you had something planned
3.  Terrible weather - too cold, windy, hard rain, miserable for much fun outdoors

Observations

Mason Dam Visits by Baker County, Agencies, or Contractors

Date Time Number of Axles Comments or
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Attachment F

Month:____________ Year:_________

1,2,3 Tally Marks

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
Visitors

1.  They came to see you Only.
2.  They came to visit after using Mason Dam/Upper Powder River area for recreation.
3.  They came to visit and plan on using the Mason Dam/Upper Powder River recreation area.

Mason Dam "Operators House"
Day Number of Round Trips

Tally Marks
Comments or
Observations

Visitors
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